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MIKE MCCARTNEY 

Director 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & BUSINESS 

 
Wednesday, February 6, 2019 

11:00 AM  
State Capitol, Conference Room # 309 

 
In consideration of  

HB 1563 
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 

AND TOURISM 
 

 

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kitigawa and Members of the Committee.  The 

Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) supports 

HB1563, which appropriate funds for the fiscal biennium 2019-2021 operating budget of 

the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism programs under the 

purview of the House Committee on Economic Development and Business.  

DBEDT thanks the Chair for introducing this bill which will provide the base 

budget for our economic development programs.  We want to point out one difference 

from the Administration’s budget submittal: 

1. For the Business Development and Support Division (BED100) general fund 

(“A”) is overstated and should be reduced to $1,520,997 and $1,520,997 for 

fiscal years 2020 and 2021, respectively. 

  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.   
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Statement of
Rodrigo Romo

Program Director
Pacific International Space Center for Explorations Systems (PISCES),

Before the 
Committee on Economic Development & Business

Wednesday, February 6th, 2019 @ 11:00
State Capitol, Conference Room 309

In consideration of
HB1563

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND TOURISM

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kitagawa and members of the Committee.

I want to express my support for HB1563 which establishes the operating budget for various agencies 
under DBEDT. In particular I am writing in support of the budget appropriation for BED128 (Office of 
Aerospace, which handles the operating budget for PISCES). 

The funds proposed under this bill will provide PISCES with sufficient resources to cover the agency’s 
operating costs and allow it to continue with its current activities in Economic Development, Workforce 
Development and Applied Research. It is PISCES’ plan for the biennium to continue to raise supplemental 
funds through research grants and private contracts to expand in its planned activities. 

Thank you for this opportunity to offer comments.

Rodrigo Romo. 
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Statement of 

L. French 

Quest Space Systems, LLC 

Before the  

Committee on Economic Development & Business 

Wednesday, February 6th, 2019 @ 11:00 

State Capitol, Conference Room 309 

 

In consideration of 

HB1563 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

TOURISM 

 

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kitagawa and members of the Committee. 

 

Dear members of the committee I want to express my support for HB1563 which establishes the operating 

budget for various agencies under DBEDT. In particular I am writing in support of the budget appropriation 

for BED128 (Office of Aerospace, which handles the operating budget for PISCES).  

 

This bill provides PISCES with the necessary resources to continue to develop the work they have been 

involved with in the promotion of the Aerospace Industry, workforce development and applied research. We 

believe that PISCES provides significant value to the State of Hawaii and strongly support the continuation 

of its funding. .  

 

Thank you for this opportunity to offer comments.  
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Comments:  

Aloha 

I am writing to inform you of my support of HB1563, in particular the funds appropriation 
for BED128 (OAD/PISCES). PISCES is a great organization providing and investigating 
good STEM opportunities here in Hawaii. 

Mahalo nui loa 

 









Statement of
Kyla Defore
Before the

Committee on Economic Development & Business
Wednesday, February 6th, 2019 @ 11:00
State Capitol, Conference Room 309

In consideration of
HBl563

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND
TOURISM

Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Kitagawa and members of the Committee.

Dear members of the committee I want to express my support for HBIS63 which establishes the operating
budget for various agencies under DBEDT. In particular I am writing in support of the budget appropriation
for BED128 (Office of Aerospace, which handles the operating budget for PISCES).

This bill provides PISCES with the necessary resources to continue to develop the work they have been
involved with in the promotion of the Aerospace Industry, workforce development and applied research. We
believe that PISCES provides significant value to the State ofHawaii and strongly support the continuation
of its funding.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer comments.

Kyla Defore
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Comments:  

Please see the attached document. 
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